
As I have recently reflected on my 

prayer life over the last several 

months, I have noticed a change in 

the way I pray.  Until several months 

ago, I would have to say that some of 

my prayers tended to be rather “me 

focused”, asking for that which 

would benefit me and my immediate 

surroundings.  Of late, due to the 

losses of several friends and loved 

ones, I have found myself focusing 

my prayers more and more on the 

spiritual needs of those around me 

and those within the broader commu-

nity and world.  I am much more 

aware of the deeper needs of people 

that are being impacted by sickness, 

death, low self-esteem, hurt, jeal-

ousy, violence, anger, sin, sorrow, 

and joy.  

     This new awareness has made me 

appreciate and better understand Je-

sus’ prayer in John 17.  In this chap-

ter on prayer, we see that Jesus 

prayed about His relationship with 

His Father, meaning that we, too, 

should spend time in prayer for those 

closest to us.  Our families are in 

need of our prayers and our deepest 

love and concern.  Jesus also prayed 

for a wider circle of people that in-

cluded His disciples, the community, 

and world.   

     I would ask you to reflect for a 

moment on your 

prayer life.  

What is the fo-

cus of most of 

your prayers?  

Is there a bal-

ance between 

personal needs 

and needs be-

yond yourself?  

Is there a genu-

ine concern for 

people who are faced with a variety 

of life challenges?  Are you able to 

pray for those whom you do not 

much like?  Jesus prayed, even while 

on the cross, for forgiveness towards 

people who mistreated Him.  

     I am grateful for a more balanced 

prayer life that includes those who 

are close and those who are far away.  

May we all keep praying for one an-

other because as we do, we are able 

to care more deeply for each other’s 

needs.   

Scott Swartzendruber 
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Then he told this parable: “A man had a 

fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he 

went to look for fruit on it but did not 

find any. So he said to the man who took 

care of the vineyard, ‘For three years 

now I’ve been coming to look for fruit 

on this fig tree and haven’t found any. 

Cut it down! Why should it use up the 

soil?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it 

alone for one more year, and I’ll dig 

around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit 

next year, fine! If not, then cut it 

down.’” (Luke 13:6-9) 

     What is the point of a fig tree? To 

grow figs. What should you do if it is not 

fulfilling its purpose? Cut it down. Sim-

ple questions with simple answers. The 

fig tree is useless without figs and is us-

ing up good ground that could be used 

for a prosperous fig tree. But if you put 

manure around it near the roots and take 

care of it within a year it should be pro-

ducing figs. Jeremy used a “Fresh scent” 

to fill the room at Bible study to give us 

an image of the tree. This scent was ma-

nure. Now I’m very sure most of you 

have smelled manure. I mean this is 

Iowa. But in all seriousness, it reeks but 

look at what that reek did for the tree. It 

made it useful.  

     The youth really related to that. We 

have all had a lot of manure in our lives. 

Not only with Mick and Julie’s death but 

also Del Hershberger and Denny 

Brown’s deaths. Along with a long list 

of stinky stuff. We now realize that God 

put all of that in our lives so that we 

could produce figs. Produce something 

good.  

     As we work past all the manure in our 

lives, teens are ready to move forward 

and spread God’s love. We want to show 

God’s words to everyone and anyone. 

All of our struggles now, we realize, are 

to help us relate to others and to further 

our relationship with God. Don’t let the 

manure in your life get you down.  

Larissa Wyse 

Come see what is new in the library.  We 

have added lots of new and informative 

books.  Some of the new adult titles are: 

The Bridge, by Karen Kingsbury; Saving 

Alice, by David Lewis;  Flight to 

Heaven, by Captain Dale Black; Never 

Give Up, by Joyce Meyer; Let Go, by 

Sheila Walsh; In the Land of Blue 

Burqas, by Kate McCord. 

     Children’s books: Bella’s Secret Gar-

den, by Anne Carter; The Best Mistake 

Eve, by Richard Scarry; When Teddy 

Woke Early, by Jan Mogensen; A House 

is a House for Me, by Mary Ann Hober-

man; and more. 

     For the Youth there are: Meg Follows 

a Dream, by Norma Jean Lutz; Kid-

napped by River Rats, by Dave and Neta 

Jackson; The Baker Street Mysteries #1, 

by Jake and Luke Theone;  and Shalom 

Readers Club books,  Blue Jasmine, by 

Kashmira Sheth; Number the Stars, by 

Lois Lowery;  Stargirl; by Jerry Spinelli. 

     DVD’s for families:  Down and 

Derby, No More Baths, The Buttercream 

Gang, and Colors and Shapes. 

     We also have an audio series by 

Joyce Meyer and a Veggie sing-along 

CD. 

Grab a book or DVD and enjoy! 

Beth Escher, Librarian 

MYF 

Welcome to the Library! 

Come see what 

is new in the 

library.   
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Hello again.  How quickly a month goes 

by.  Well most of the winter is behind us 

now and spring will soon be here.  I was 

spading up the sod around the garden 

and found earthworms!  Also our peo-

nies are peaking through as well.  Ok, 

now for what’s happening at KMC…..              

           Mary Jo Fiordelise and Ethan 

Jimenez became engaged on Friday, 

February 1, in Lynchburg, VA.  They 

met at Liberty University in Lynchburg. 

They are planning a 2014 summer wed-

ding here at Kalona Mennonite.   

     Shirley Zillmer won the weekly 

drawing at JW Foods.  The weekly prize 

is $40.00; however Shirley won $80.00 

because the previous week’s prize went 

unclaimed.  Sometimes it just pays to be 

lucky! 

     Quinlan Schrock is engaged to be 

married to Kyle Miller.  Quinlan is the 

daughter of John & Diane Schrock and 

Kyle is the son of Lee & Pam Miller.  

The couple is planning a summer wed-

ding.  Quinlan & Kyle both attend Dordt 

College in Sioux Center, Iowa.  Con-

gratulations! 

     Mahlon & Delores Leichty plan to 

attend the Girl’s State Basketball Tour-

nament this year.  Their granddaughter 

Mariah Swartzentruber is on the Mid-

Prairie High School team, which beat 

Williamsburg High School 36-32 in the 

regional final last weekend.  Mariah’s 

parents are Bev & Jeff Swartzentruber.  

Congratulations! 

      Brittany Murray is engaged to Tim 

Campbell.  Brittany and Tim first met at 

the Honor Academy in Texas three 

years ago.  Tim will be moving to Iowa 

in March.  A June wedding is being 

planned.  I think they celebrated Valen-

tine’s Day in memorable fashion. 

     Several fellows from KMC went to 

North Dakota to help with an MDS pro-

ject.  Calvin Yoder, Eldon Brenneman, 

David Beachy and Ted Redding helped 

remodel flood damaged houses.  Good 

job fellows. 

     Grael Miller and Adam Weaver are 

engaged to be married in June, 2013.  

Adam is from Hesston, Kansas, how-

ever they met at Goshen College.  His 

parents are Bob & Phyllis Weaver.  

Grael’s parents are Sherri & Todd 

Thompson.  Congratulations! 

     Several KMC’ers went to Haiti to 

help Troy Miller at “Water for Life”.  

Ronnie & Fannie Miller and Merle 

Beachy all recently made the trip.  They 

helped with roofing, fencing, moving 

equipment and cooking.  Haiti seems 

like a good place to do some service 

work, plus thaw out and shorten the 

winter.  I’m sure they all had a great 

time. 

     Ok, now I need to finish this column.  

I would like to mention some final 

thoughts on the worship service of Feb-

ruary 3rd.  Having a service to remember 

Mick & Julie felt right.  The tears were 

a plenty and if tears cleanse the soul, 

then the congregation should have felt 

squeaky clean that day.  We continue to 

miss Mick & Julie, so pray for the heal-

ing to continue.  Well that’s it for now, 

let “Spring” begin.     

Ed V. & Carol Miller 

WHAT’S HAPPENING!!! 

The India Trip 

Jeff Miller and Curt Wyse will 

be in India February 26 – 

March 14.  Keep them in 

your prayers during this time.  

Check the blog often 

curtwyse.blogspot.com to see 

what God is doing through this 

trip. 

.   
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Lynn's Note: On Sunday, March 3rd Church Council will be presenting informa-

tion regarding the building improvements. The information will be presented at the 

end of the service. The church council will then be looking for feedback from the 

congregation regarding this information.  

Lynn Hostetler, Council Chair 

 

http://curtwyse.blogspot.com


The Elders have been working on several 

issues related to the hiring of an Associate 

Pastor. One question is can Jeff be consid-

ered as a candidate. 

   A year ago, the Elders, (Todd Thomp-

son, Marcus Miller, Joyce Ropp, and Carla 

Slaubaugh) hired Jeff Miller as our Interim 

Associate Pastor after traumatic circum-

stances. Based on the urgent pastoral needs 

at that time and with the strong recommen-

dation of Conference leadership, along 

with much prayer, we hired Jeff. Because 

of the circumstances, we acted without 

congregational input although we always 

kept the best interests of the congregation 

at the center of our deliberations. 

     When some of you questioned us about 

this decision our response was that, “this 

was an interim position of around two 

years,” implying, if not explicitly stating, 

that Jeff could not be a candidate for a per-

manent position. 

     As we took the first steps to begin the 

search for an Associate Pastor many of 

you have asked if Jeff could be a candi-

date.  Our answers may have seemed 

vague and uncertain. This is not because of 

any attempt to mislead, but rather because 

we are unsure how to answer. We are 

thankful to those who have expressed ap-

preciation for Jeff’s pastoral gifts. As we 

begin the pastoral search process we very 

much want to be open to God’s leading 

and the moving of the Spirit. 

     We feel the need to answer the question 

about Jeff possibly being a candidate 

sooner rather than later.  We think it is im-

portant to answer this question before ask-

ing Jeff if he is interested in being a candi-

date for the position. After discussing this 

with Conference leadership, we feet that 

you, the people who make up the congre-

gation, are best able to help us answer this 

question.  The Elders will be at the church 

Sunday afternoon, March 10, from 1-3 pm 

to receive your counsel.  It is a time when 

other suggestions concerning pastoral 

staffing may also be shared. We invite you 

to meet with an Elder, as a family, or as an 

individual, to provide us with your input. 

If you are unable to meet with us that day, 

we ask that you write, email, or otherwise 

communicate with an Elder in some way 

prior to March 10.  If Jeff would become a 

candidate he would go through the pastoral 

search process as would any other candi-

date.  

Rationale for appointing a search com-

mittee 

     Several people have asked why the Eld-

ers made plans to create a Pastoral Search 

Committee rather than to follow the guide-

lines in the church constitution.  It is not a 

step we take lightly. After prayer, delibera-

tions, and consultation with Conference 

leadership and other congregations, it 

seems best to create a Search Committee. 

The Search Committee will be made up of 

6-7 members of the congregation, and will 

be led by one of the Elders.  We will be 

proposing a change to the Church Consti-

tution to reflect this plan.  We were grati-

fied by the strong response to our request 

for suggestions of names. The names of 96 

people were suggested. We hope to begin 

putting the committee in place over the 

next several weeks. 

     These are some of the reasons why we 

are creating a Search Committee. 

Conference leadership strongly recom-

mended creating a search committee. 

A search committee should be repre-

sentative of the congregation. This in-

cludes gender, age, length of time at the 

congregation and differing points of view. 

The task of a search committee can be 

arduous, time consuming and long. Ac-

cording to Tim Detweiler, Conference Pas-

tor, the average pastoral search takes about 

a year from the time a committee is put in 

place to the time a pastor is hired.  It is 

best not to have transitions on the search 

committee, something which would hap-

pen if all the Elders were on the commit-

tee. 

(Cont. on page 5) 

Update from the Elders, February 17, 2013 
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Pray 

for our 

elders!  



(Cont. from page 4) 

Kalona Mennonite is blessed with 

many talented and capable people who 

have a desire to see Kalona Mennonite 

develop its mission and, grow spiritually. 

Rather than overworking all the Elders, 

it seems best to utilize the gifts with 

which God has blessed our congregation. 

The Elders will be conducting the 

four year review of Scott in his role as 

pastor. We have begun this process and 

will be asking the congregation for feed-

back in the near future. 

It is our understanding that in past 

pastoral searches, persons other 

than Elders and the Church 

Council Chairperson have 

served on a search committee. 

 

From the Constitution, Kalona Men-

nonite Church March 2004 

Pastor(s) shall be chosen by the 

voice of the congregation from 

among the members and if cho-

sen other than from this congre-

gation, shall become a member 

in full standing at Kalona Men-

nonite Church. Duties shall be 

those designated by the rules 

and discipline of the Central 

Plains Mennonite Conference. 

Elder 

II. Duties and Responsibilities  

     10. Serve as a pastoral committee 

along with the chairman of the Church 

Council to find and to nominate a possi-

ble pastor for the acceptance or rejec-

tion of the congregation in the event of 

the death or resignation of the pastor.  

 

Pastoral Evaluation Guidelines 

Formal, congregation-wide ministerial 

evaluations will occur after the third 

year for a new minister and every four 

years for continuing ministers…. 

Continuing ministers will be evaluated 

every four years by the Board of Elders 

and the congregation but without a vote.  

November 9, 2003 

Pastoral Evaluation 

The Church Constitution specifies the 

Pastor should be evaluated every four 

years. Though we had discussed delay-

ing this for a year, Scott requested we do 

his evaluation as specified. We are put-

ting together an evaluation form with the 

assistance of Helen Lindstrom, repre-

senting the Central Plains Mennonite 

Conference. This will be shared with the 

congregation in the spring. As an interim 

Associate Pastor, Jeff is evaluated infor-

mally by the Elders on an on-going ba-

sis. 

     Other issues we will be working on 

include putting together a job description 

for the Associate Pastor position. The 

question of other pastoral staffing needs 

has also been raised. 

     Lent, the forty days before Easter, are 

a time when many Christians pay special 

attention to the disciplines of prayer and 

fasting. In Take Our Moments and Our 

Days: An Anabaptist Prayer Book, the 

morning prayers for Lent include the 

lines; “Attentive God, we bring our 

prayers to you because we trust you to 

protect and provide. You lead us in your 

light and truth….You are the help and 

hope of your people. We pray for the 

church in all places, that we may be 

one.” 

     Continue to hold the congregation, 

the Elders, Church Council and other 

leadership in your prayers. Pray that we 

will be attentive to God’s leading and 

that our congregation may continue to be 

a blessing to the Kalona community. 

The Elders 

Marcus Miller, Joyce Ropp, Carla 

Slaubaugh, Frank Yoder 

 

Pray that we will 

be attentive to 

God’s leading and 

that our 

congregation may 

continue to be a 

blessing to the 

Kalona community. 
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As I reflect on my recent trip to Haiti, 

many things come to mind.  My first 

sights were seeing so many large bushes 

along the narrow streets, loaded with 

flowers and so many people along the 

streets, apparently unemployed, waiting 

for someone to offer them a job.    

     I traveled with my nephew, Leonard 

Hochstedler, to Haiti, to work with Wa-

ter for Life Haiti (WFL).  After a day in 

Port Au Prince (PAP), five of us traveled 

five hours to Pasbwadom, first along the 

north coast then across the mountains, 

then west along the south coast to get 

there.  We stopped in one community to 

see an irrigation well and farming opera-

tion that was set up by Water for Life.  

Oh, yes, on the way from PAP we en-

countered a road block by the rebels, 

which delayed us an hour until the UN 

soldiers and police opened the road 

again.   

     I was at Pasbwadom for only an hour, 

then rode with Troy Miller west toward 

Les Cayes (pronounced ‘La Ki’).  I spent 

my time working at the new WFL head-

quarters about 10 minutes north of Les 

Cayes, where a two story concrete and 

cement block guest house and office 

building are presently being constructed. 

Next, plans are for building a large shop 

for the well drilling equipment.  Wells 

dug in this new area will provide clean 

drinking water to the people living in the 

southern sector of the country.   

    A group of thirty volunteers from 

Ohio worked there the week before we 

arrived and another group of 14 arrived 

just before we left.  While there I did 

some plumbing and block laying.  I also 

helped with electrical work since it all 

needed to be inside the cement blocks as 

they were being laid. 

     We enjoyed lots of sunshine and 90-

95 degree weather while it was cold here 

in Iowa.  Six of us stayed at a nice two 

story guest house in Les Cayes at night 

and traveled to and from the project on 

the back of a pickup, enjoying many 

smells which ranged from bad to good.  

One street usually had several vendors 

making barbequed chicken every eve-

ning. We were served Haitian food three 

nights a week at the guest house which 

included rice and beans, chicken or fish, 

and also goat meat one evening.  I en-

joyed very good grapefruit several times. 

     I was impressed with the job WFL is 

doing in Haiti to provide good clean wa-

ter for many communities.  We take so 

much for granted here in America.  Con-

tinue to pray for the work in Haiti.  

(Visit the Water for Life Haiti website at 

wflhaiti.org) 

Calvin Hochstedler 

Two Weeks in Haiti 

Continue to pray 

for the work in 

Haiti! 
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Women’s Morning Prayer Group 
The Women’s Prayer Group is meeting 

on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each 

month 10-11AM in the Prayer Room at 

KMC.  We spend time praying for indi-

viduals in the church, church leadership, 

and events locally and nationally.  We 

use several different styles of prayer, 

including one style that Jeff Miller 

taught us.  He learned it in India and it is 

unlike anything any of us have done 

before.  We know that God is listening 

and truly feel our prayers are being an-

swered. Please come join us for a time 

of fellowship and concentrated 

prayer.  Our next meeting times will be 

February 27, March 13 and March 

27.  Prepare to bless and to be blessed!  

Joyce Ropp   



My daughter and I were in a shop re-

cently that is located in an older building.  

As we were walking up the stairs to the 

second floor there were cups and saucers 

on the wall.  With each step we took the 

cups and saucer rattled and we wondered 

how long until one of them crashed to the 

floor and shattered into a million pieces.  

This reminded me of how in 2 Corin-

thians 4:7 we, as Christians, are de-

scribed as a fragile jar of clay.  I am a 

fragile jar.  This is an image I really con-

nect to.   

     Lately, I feel fragile.  I feel stretched 

and pulled.  I feel like God is asking 

more of me than I have.  Yet I still try, 

but it feels like I am working often in the 

dark with only a little light and sound to 

guide me.  I am a fragile jar of clay. 

     So here I am leaning on I Kings 19:1-

19.  Elijah is there.  Elijah (the prophet 

whose prayers stopped the rain, brought 

down fire, caused it to rain again, parted 

the water with his mantle, etc) is there to 

encourage me and to give me hope. 

     In I Kings 19, Elijah is at the end of 

his ability.  Jezebel wants him dead.  He 

feels alone.  So Elijah walks for a day 

into the wilderness, tells God he’s had 

enough, lays down under a tree and falls 

asleep.  An angel comes and provides 

nourishment and more sleep to give 

Elijah strength.  Then you think God 

would give Elijah a break.  No, no, no.  

God has Elijah walk for 40 days through 

the desert to Mt. Horeb.  Once Elijah gets 

there God asks him, “Why are you here?”  

This strikes me as funny in a not so 

funny way.  Here is Elijah at the end of 

his rope.  So what does God do but to 

have him walk through the desert for 40 

days and after Elijah obediently goes 

where God tells him to go, God asks him 

why he is there.  God certainly has a 

sense of humor.  

     Elijah replies that he has been zealous 

for the Lord.  He has been obedient to the 

Lord.  He is being hunted.  He is worn 

out and alone.  Elijah is a fragile jar of 

clay.  So what does God do?  God says 

He is going to reveal Himself to Elijah.  

Sounds exciting, doesn’t it?  But that is-

n’t the whole picture.   

     Elijah is told to stand on the mountain 

before the Lord.  So now he sees God, 

right?  NO!  Elijah waits through a wind 

so strong it breaks rocks. Then he waits 

though an earthquake.  Finally Elijah 

waits while there is a fire.  Still God has-

n’t shown Himself, but Elijah is still 

there.  After all this there is a sheer si-

lence.  God now shows Himself to Elijah 

in the silence. 

     What if Elijah had not gone through 

the desert, mighty wind, earthquake and 

fire?  What if he had just stayed under 

the tree?  He wouldn’t have seen God 

revealed in this way.  Elijah is still a frag-

ile jar of clay at the end of this.  God did-

n’t give Elijah a pep talk, but what God 

gave Elijah was invaluable.  God showed 

Elijah more of Himself.   

     What I see here is that God isn’t try-

ing to make us stronger.  In fact, I think 

God wants me to see myself as weaker.  

God doesn’t want us to have strength.  

He wants us to depend on His strength.  

God nourished Elijah so he could spend 

40 days in the desert.  Then after the 

wind, quake and fire there stood God, 

calm and quiet. 

(Cont. on page 8) 

In Pursuit 

With God’s power 

living in me I 

don’t have to 

worry about my 

ability to do what 

God asks me to 
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The "Exploring Christianity" Sunday School had a 70's party on Friday night, February 

15th, complete with 70's fashions. After dinner at Brown Bottle the group went bowling. 

Good food and plenty of laughter made for an enjoyable time together.   

 

In Pursuit (Cont. from page 7) 

     I don’t need to depend on my abilities to 

accomplish what God wants done in my 

life.  In fact, Mark Batterson, author of The 

Circle Maker says, “If your prayers aren’t 

impossible for you, they are insulting to 

God.  Why? Because they don’t require 

divine intervention.”I see this as God say-

ing it doesn’t matter how fragile the jar of 

clay is as long as it contains the right thing.  

God living fully in us is what is important.  

That is what determines the outcome.  2 

Corinthians 4:7-9 confirms this to me. 

     We now have this light shining in our 

hearts, but we ourselves are like fragile 

clay jars containing this great treasure. 

This makes it clear that our great power is 

from God, not from ourselves.  We are 

pressed on every side by troubles, but we 

are not crushed. We are perplexed, but not 

driven to despair. We are hunted down, but 

never abandoned by God. We get knocked 

down, but we are not destroyed.  

     I am a fragile jar of clay and that is how 

it should be.  With God’s power living in 

me I don’t have to worry about my ability 

to do what God asks me to do.  He has 

more power than I could ever imagine.  

Just consider what Elijah saw!  My concern 

is to empty my fragile jar of clay of every-

thing except God.  Then my being fragile 

will never be a problem. 

     May each and every one of us be fragile 

jars of clay, full and overflowing with the 

power of God. 

As always, in pursuit.  Dawn Wyse 

70’s Style 

My concern is to 

empty my fragile 

jar of clay of 

everything except 

God. 
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discipling them in the faith; equipping them to witness; and sending them 

out to serve. 

Kalona Mennonite 
Church  

March 28-April 7 I will be heading off 

to Florida for a mission trip. There will 

a group of about 20-30 teenagers going 

on this trip from all over the Midwest. 

Each day we will split off into smaller 

groups, that will rotate from day to day. 

One group will invite other people on 

the beach to come take a survey to get a 

free hamburger. Group 2 will build 

huge sand-creations that make people 

ask questions to open us up to tell them 

about God. The final group will be the 

survey-givers. I think this will be the 

hardest group for me. There is a survey 

that asks simple questions that make 

you really think about who you are. 

-Do you think you are a good person? 

-Are you familiar with the 10 Com-

mandments? 

-Have you ever lied? 

-Have you ever stolen(even something 

small)? 

-Have you ever disobeyed your par-

ents? 

And of course we all have, which 

makes us a disobedient, lying thief.   

     Now we hit them big. If you would 

die today do you think you would go to 

heaven or hell?  These simple questions 

open up the people being surveyed to 

where we can tell them about Jesus dy-

ing for us and saving us from our sins. 

Some nights we will go out and witness 

at the parties on the beach.  

     Reggie Hostetler went last year and 

he said, “it’s crazy but God is even 

more crazy.” 

     I’d just like to ask for your support 

and prayer as I head off to witness on 

the beach. Thank you all so much!   

Larissa Wyse 

 W E  A RE  O N  THE  WEB :  

KA LO NA MEN NON IT ECH U RCH . COM  

Reach The Beach 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY: A new study will be beginning 

in March on Thursday afternoons. We are going to be using the 

book Stuck. A description of the study: We are so often stuck 

in invisible struggles in our hearts and minds that we barely 

have space for God. These stuck places are familiar to every 

one of us—brokenness, anger, discontentment, fear and sad-

ness. Stuck takes on these struggles within us so that we can 

encounter God. If you're stuck in an invisible struggle of heart 

or mind, this 8-session DVD study will help you get unstuck. 

Author Jennie Allen provides a safe place to take a deep look 

inside yourself, expose it, deal with it, and find the freedom 

God intended for you. Call Janice Hostetler, 656-3022, if you 

are interested in joining this study.  
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